Sample Exercise

Virtualization Concepts
Sample Application

Vijay Raj

Here is a simple code snippet which | develope@xplain the Folder Virtualization concepts. To
demonstrate this, login to a Vista machine in aaddad user account and launch the application
“Folder Virtualization.exe”.
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| o Virtualization Cancepts

” Virtualization Concepts in Vista

Check for Administrator Access Registry Re-Direction Concepts

[ Test the Access Credential | Write to HKLM\Software \Vista\,

File Re-Direction Concepts

l Write to %Program Files%\Vista Write to the Current Desktop

Click on the “Test the access Credential” pushdoutb verify the account type. As expected this
dialog will be showed as below because, we havgddgn as a standard user.

Virtualization Concepts in Vista

Check for Administrator Access Regrstry Re-Direction Concepts

[ Test the Access Credential l Write to HKLM\Software\Vista,

File Re-Direction Concepts

[ Write to %Program Files? Is Administrator?
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To start with, let’s create a registry key tesHiKLM\Software\Vista by clicking on the push buttas
shown below.

Virtualization Concepts in Vista

Check for Administrator Access Registry Re-Direction Concepts

l Test the Access Credential [ Write to HKLMSoftware\Vista,

File Re-Direction Concepts ¢

Virtualization Concepts

The above screen tells that, the registry entryile@n done. When checked in HKLM\Software\ there
is no key created.
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Here comes the Registry virtualization, this key isinstead created in
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Softwares\Classes\VirtualStoretMae\Software\Vista as shown in the
figure below.
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let's try creating a file called “entry.txt” in YogramFiles\Vista by clicking on the push butten a
shown below
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l Test the Access Credential l Write to fﬂﬂ.M\Suﬂware\\ﬁsta\

File Re-Direction Concepts

[ Write to %Program Files%\Vista)
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The above screen shows that, the file has beetedrea“Program Files” Folder, but there is no faid

"

called Vista created in Program Files.
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Now, using the folder options view all the hiddded, the Entry.txt file is virtualized and creatied
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Now, right click on the Folder Virtualization.exadaclick on Run as administrator as shown below.

Open

Run as administrator

Scan for Viruses...

Share...
Pin to Start Menu
Audd to Quick Launch

Restore previcus versions

Send To

Create Shortcut
Delete

Rename

Properties

Just to test the access token, you are an adraiistrser.
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Check for Administrator Access Registry Re-Direction Concepts:

{ Test the Access Credential l Write to HKLM\Software)Vista,

File Re-Direction Conceptss

[ Write to %Programy|
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Now on clicking registry creation and File creatitruttons the key and file are created in
HKLM\Software\Vista and C:\ProgramFiles\Vista besauyou are running with an admin credential.
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Windows Vista doesn’t have any folder called “Do@nts and Settings” in root drive. Instead it has a
folder called “Users”. However, there is a supgdortthe applications which uses “Documents and
Settings” as a hard-coded entry. To demonstrat tick on the last button to create a file on the
desktop. Now, goto command prompt, type cd “Documsiemd Settings”, this command will work.
This is not a hidden folder, this is a re-diredi@der to Users.

C:%>cd "Documents and Settings"

C:“\Documents and Settings>

s Vitualicat
Virtualization Concepts in Vista

Check for Administrator Access Registry Re-Direction Concepts

I Test the Access Credential { Write to HKLM\Software\Vista\

File Re-Direction Concepts

I Write ta| Virtualization Cancepts ) T ———

0‘ File witten to Desktop Succesfully

[ e
IC = \DOCUME~15U E
) olume in
Directory of L ijay\Desktop\Wista

<DIR>
<DIR>

24 Entry.txt

6
1 Fileds> 34 bytes
2 Dir<s> 11,048,.399.368 hutes free

4C:\DOCUME~1\Uijay\Desktop\Uista>

This simple exercise is enough to understand teedaf folder virtualization. Please do try thisla
revert back if you have any suggestions.

Vijay Raj
(vijayraj.vm@gmail.com).
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