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Who is CM First / John Rhodes?

Enterprise Software Development Integrator

• Offices in Switzerland, USA, Italy

• CA Primary Sales and Technology Partner

John Rhodes

CTO, North America

• CA Mainframe/Midrange Products

• WebClient, M3

• MetaAnalytics

From Austin, Texas

• Live Music Capital of USA

• Soon to be F1 Capital?



Presentation Agenda

• Technology

• Features

• Demo

• Questions

Ajax in Greek mythology

http://plex2e.com/conference/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/iPhone3.png
http://plex2e.com/conference/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/iPhone1.png
http://plex2e.com/conference/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/iPhone2.png


Technology



• Microsoft currently has 
dominant share of desktop
• And will eventually have significant 

tablet and phone share

• But Apple and Google 
dominate total devices

• Future-proof your apps by 
adding JavaScript and 
HTML5 to your desktop 
technology – Plex+WebClient

The Future



AJAX / JavaScript / HTML5 is Dominant
…and expanding into Mobile

Ajax mountain

“Ajax remains the 

dominant RIA of 

choice, and HTML5 

is poised to expand 

the power and 

flexibility of the 

browser only 

approach”

Gartner Group

http://www.unitedheritage.com/index.shtml


Code Once, with Existing Skills

• Patterns
• Foundation, Active, …

• OBASE (or your own)

• Using Existing Designs

• Unified Code Base
• Client-Server / 5250

• Web

• Mobile

• WYSIWG*
• *within Plex limitations



Target Rich, Standards Based Apps

• Web Targets
• Chrome, Safari, IE, Firefox

• No Plug Ins!

• Portals (Websphere, Liferay, …)

• Rich, Ajax web controls (Dojo)

• Mobile Targets
• HTML5, Adobe/Apache Cordova

• iPhone, iPad, Android, BB6+, Windows

• Server Targets
• Websphere, Tomcat, JBoss

• Any back end Plex Supports
• .NET, Java, IBM i/p, Unix, Linux, …

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=za.sun.com/aboutsun/developers/images/java2.gif&imgrefurl=http://za.sun.com/aboutsun/developers/&h=349&w=200&prev=/images?q=java&svnum=20&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&newwindow=1&safe=off


Features



• Advanced Component Options
• TreeView / FlexGrid

• Cross-browser certification
• Internet Explorer

• Firefox

• Safari

• Chrome

A look back: WebClient 1.6 - 2010
Cross-Browser, Components



• Mobile, Touch Optimized Templates
• User Interface / RIA Enhancements

• Themes
• Accordion / Menu
• Enhanced Grid
• More Advanced Controls

• Portal (Portlet) Generation
• Easier Licensing, Plex 7.0, and more
• MDI Preview

WebClient 1.8 – May 2012 
Mobile, Advanced RIA Controls, Portal, and More



• Icon Menus

• Themes

• Advanced Geo

• Audio

• Video

• Email

• Address Book

• Local Storage

• Encryption

• Facebook Login

Mobile Features 1.8

• Camera

• Signature

• Adobe Cordova 
(PhoneGap)

• HTML Forms

• Embedded 
pages

• Upload

• Mobile Service 
Pack (Year end 
2012)



Device Support – Adobe/Apache Cordova

• Wrap HTML5 app

• Device support
• Camera, address book, 

etc.

• App Stores
• Google Play, iTunes



Browser Features 1.8

Filtering

Grid Column Menu

Export to CSV

Drag n Drop

Save Placement

Accordion

Menu “Child”

Top Application

Scaling



• MDI Preview

• No Crypkey

• Progress, Slider, 
Timepicker, Spin, 
Listbox

• Upload

• Portal Standards

• Log Messages

• JavaScript 
Automatic 
Minification

• More Events

• More Templates

• …

And there is more…



Target Web and Mobile



Demo



Demo Scenario

Lessons Learned

• Next time, take 

the train!

• Europeans love 

traffic cameras!
My Summer Drive, 2012



• Video streaming and 

sharing technology
• Traffic Authorities

• Law Enforcement

• Border Protection

• Web and Mobile
• Public Access

• Private/Secure Access

CM First – Skyline Partnership  



• CA Plex
• Flexible – Java and C#

• Business Patterns

• Productivity

• CM WebClient
• Web and Mobile 

Generation to wide range 
of devices

• Web/Mobile 
Components
• Video

• Geo

• Camera

• Twitter

How does Plex and WebClient fit In?



Demo Scenario



What is Next?



• Planned Feature Set
• Full MDI Support
• More Mobile Templates
• Extended tablet templates
• What the market demands

• Enterprise JavaScript / Disconnected 
Mobile Apps – Already Prototyped

WebClient 2.0 – 2013
On the drawing board



Enterprise JavaScript

Plex Application 

Running Directly on 

Device – No web 

server or connection 

needed, with local 

storage



Learn More

cmfirstgroup.com

support.cmfirsttech.com

Swiss Office – or –

john.rhodes@cmfirstgroup.com

cmfirstgroup.com
support.cmfirsttech.com

